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JSEMOP-ANBUH F03 TEE REC02D 

SUBJECT: NEC nesting on Southeast Asia, 1230 on 14 August 1964 

1 . The meeting was convened late, at about 1230, ** 

isr-s announced by HcGeorge Bundy that the discussion 

on!v “athcast Asia. The President began b 7 JS'.SLSce 
review tte situation In Soutnesst tain with p-rticalar reier 
to CoLaniet reaction to tne Gull ol Tonkin incident of last 

Treeii . 

2. Tlio OCI described the situation in the Gull tonkin 

and in South Vietnam and Laos, using the 1 

from the NSC briefing notes approved at this morning a DCI 
meeting. On South Vietnam he added a °* J 

emuhasizing the fragility of tS Force 

librium in South Vietnam' as set forth in the CIA Tash Force 

paoer commenting on Bill Bundy’s memorandum on South Vietnam. 

In’ addition, the DCI repeated his previous statement to th 

Resident that he savi more grounds lor peasixaisn th 

optimism with respect to achieving TO 

Vietnam on the basis of present programs, finally, the DCI 
mentioned that recent photographic evidence rf^^Sich 

“SS of readiness at an installation in China (.hop Norwich 
seems to be a nuclear energy weapons test site. Be promi 
-hat an evaluation of this evidence and its impac. on oar 
estimate of the likelihood of an early Chinese Communist 
explosion of a nuclear device would be forthcoming early next 

week. 

3. The Secretary of State then made a short presentation 
on forward planning for Southeast Asia much along the lines of 
Bill Bundy’s memorandum on this subject. The B scrcta^ sni 
he felt there had been aston i s hin gly favorable “°V«cnatio» 
response to TO action in the dull of Tonkin last week, and 
probably more because ol the restraint ahoxrn than 

the action itself . Ho said that Secretary HcEamara had brought 
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) up the point that we may have no way to continue increased 

i pressure on North Vietnam without further clearly military 

I provocations of the sort involved in the torpedo boat attack 

j in the Gulf of Tonkin. The Secretory then outlined the 

. forward steps set forth in the Bundy memorandum concerning 

Ops 34A, moves, etc. He said these steps may help the situation, 
but it is necessary also to be aware that they may not be enough 
! to achieve the desired result of reducing North Vietnamese 

pressure on the South and that in any case Increased United States 
military backup may be required to permit the South Vietnamese 
successfully to carry out 6ome of the more active operations. 

In mentioning the temporary withdrawal of the DEEOTO patrols* 

The Secretary said ho thought very soon we should have some 

demonstration of US naval presence in the Gulf of Tonkin. Se 

concluded by saying that tho "brooding question" lying behind 

all of these measures was whether such a p r o g ram is enough to 
force the North Vietnamese to stop this war in tho South without 
the necessity of US major new military action against North Vietnam . 

4. The President said that he had looked* at the Bundy draft 
memorandum and was in general agreement with it. Eo said he 
thought the paper should go to CINCPAC and to Ambassador Taylor 
for comments, which was agreed by everyone. The President then 
said he did not have in his own mind a clear idea of exactly 

how the Vietnam program should develop in the nest few months; 
but he hoped tho best qualified planners and experts would 
deviso stops to improve the situation in South Vietnam without 
major escalation during the period ahead, in which we cannot 
make a deliberate decision for any major military moves. 

5. The President commented on the brief discussion in the 
Bundy memorandum of the possibility of withdrawing dependents in 
South Vietnam and said he had long folt that they should be taken 
out of there. He wanted to increase our military effort is South 
Vietnam, and he did not see why the withdrawal of U5 dependents 
would depress South Vietnamese mor ale. Secretary McNamara said 
that he thought the military view* including the view of Ambassador 
Taylor, would be that wo should only announce tho withdrawal of 
dependents at a time of specifically increasing, .military effort, 

eo ns to avoid any danago to 8outh Vlotnameso moral'ov * At this 
point General Whoolor showod tho Pro3ident a nap indicating tho 
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targets of a planned reconnaissance operation by trro PI boots 
in the Gulf of Tonkin on 17 August. Secretary Hcfftm a r a observed 
that he was in favor of such operations* but that he wanted to 
postpone them a week or ten days* mainly on the grounds that 
wo should surface the whole 34A Operations program in order to 
take away its covert character and establish our position that 
it was a legitimate action by South Vietnam against s im i l ar 
North Vietnamese actions. The President said that ho hoped 
the Chiefs and the Secretary could gat together on a recommen- 
dation, but that there should be a delay in this spec-flc 
FT boat operation until that time. _ 

* ^ 

6. UcGeorge Bundy summarized by saying that for the 
nest ten days all wo wonldbadoins^^th^are^roul^be 
reconnaissance 1 lights 

W/Km and cuvert aerial re-supply of 
air dropped teams already in North Vietnam. There seemed to 
bo general agreement with this statement and with the President s 
view that further study on forward steps should await comments 
from CIHCPAC and Ambassador Taylor- 
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